
1 

 

Newsletter 19/8                                 November  2019 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EDITORIAL 
This will be the last newsletter for 2019. The next newsletter will be out in mid-January 2020, with details of 
our AGM, and the first events of the new year. As an early preview, the AGM and Fizz and Fowl will be held 
on February 1st, and Bendigo ToDay on February 15/16. 
 
Talking of the AGM, as Vice President Julie stated in an email earlier this month please give serious 
consideration to taking on officer roles in our club.  New ideas and new faces are always welcome and as 
some members of the executive will be standing down, there are plenty of opportunities! 
 
The Annual Presentation Day on November 30 will be the final get together for 2019 – see below for 
details. Also, if people have a trophy from 2018, please ensure it is returned to Julie for presentation to a 
new winner in 2019. 
 
 
COMING EVENTS: November 
The listing below is a chronological listing of local, Victorian, and other events in Australia that may be of 
interest. Course setters for our local events have been included.  For full details of each competition please 
go to the Eventor website at: www.eventor.orienteering.asn.au/Events  
Non-Bendigo events will normally require pre-entry via Eventor. 
 
Bendigo Events 
Sat 30    November Annual Presentation Day Victoria Hill  Nigel McGuckian 

Victorian Events 
The Sprint into Spring series continues on most Saturdays at Melbourne locations during November. 
The Victorian Sprint Championships will be held on Sunday, November 17 at Kardinia International 
College in Geelong. See Eventor for further details. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
 
President: Vacant 
Vice-President: Julie Flynn 
Secretary: Jenny Ball 
Treasurer: Lorraine Leversha 
 
Newsletter Editors: 
Dianne & Peter Searle 
pd.searle@bigpond.com 
 

  
Website:  
www:bendigo-orienteers.com.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bendigoorienteers 
 
 
[UNSUBSCRIBE: If you wish to unsubscribe from this 
newsletter, please send a message to the editors.] 

 
 

Please meet at the picnic area at the Albert Richardson Reserve at 3.00pm. The Reserve is opposite 
the Goldmines Hotel in Marong Road. Nigel has arranged a special fun O-event to begin proceedings 
that will be followed be a BBQ tea and then presentations. 
The club will provide BBQ food and drinks. Members are asked to bring their own cutlery, cups, and 
plates as well as salad or dessert to share. For catering purposes please indicate to secretary Jenny 
Ball if you are coming to the event (jenny.jennifere1@gmail.com) by Monday, November 25. 
 

http://www.eventor.orienteering.asn.au/Events
mailto:pd.searle@bigpond.com
http://www.facebook.com/bendigoorienteers
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Twilight Event, Morton’s Ridge – the last event 
for 2019 
The last event of the year was run by Lorraine 
Leversha, ably assisted by Nola Juniper. It was held in 
slightly more twilight conditions than the twilight 
event the week before, 4.30-6 pm as opposed to 
12.30-2pm. Bendigo put on true spring weather 
with sunshine and slight breezes to blustery wind and 
skittery showers. For the 16 participants there was a 
choice of straight score event or an odd then even 
number system, although the system broke down 
when it was revealed that an extra odd number had 
been added - oops. Most controls were straight 
forward except for one in the green section which 
proved challenging. We had a range of participants 
from newcomers Tom and Pete who are keen to join 
us next year to a Swiss family on holidays with 
Johannes obviously not too thrown by our bush 
terrain – he was delighted to see a kangaroo cross his 
path. Carrot cake provided by Jenny Ball – who wasn’t 
there to partake - was appreciated by all finishers and 
made it all worthwhile. 
 

2019 Oceania Championships 
The Long and Middle Distance Oceania 
Championships were held on maps close to 
Beechworth on October 5 & 6. The Long courses set 
by Warren Key on the Kangaroo Crossing map were a 
true test of navigation and endurance. Our only 
placegetter for the day was Craig Feuerherdt with a 
third placing in M40A. 
We did somewhat better at the Middle event set by 
Leigh Privett at Racecourse Creek, with two Oceania 
champions in Alison Radford (W65A) and Ilka Barr 
(W35A). Other placegetters were Luke Feuerherdt, 
second in M12A, and third placings to Craig 
Feuerherdt (M40A) and Raelee Eenjes (WOpenB).  
Congratulations to our placegetters and all who took 
part, it was an exciting weekend with over 1000 
entries – swelled no doubt by a large contingent from 
New Zealand. 
 

 
The Co-editor with the coveted 1000 bib 

THE LADY AT CONTROL 32 
2019 World Military Orienteering Championships 
This is a club newsletter and mostly confines itself to 
local club matters and Australian events of interest to 
members. However, we thought it may be of interest 
to publicize the recent controversy at the 2019 
Military Orienteering Championships held in China. 
Orienteering is usually free of bad behaviour, drugs or 
cheating by competitors, but the incident described 
below is an unfortunate exception. The report below 
is from the International Orienteering Federation, 
under whose auspices the competition was held. 

“The CISM Military World Games orienteering events 
kicked off with the middle distance competitions 
Sunday October 20 in Wuhan, China. Matthias Kyburz 
of Switzerland had the best finishing time among the 
men. However, the results of the competition are not 
yet official, due to reasons stated below, and no 
medals have as yet been awarded. The competitions 
continued on Monday with the Long Distance where 
Anastasiia Rudnaia of Russia took the gold and the 
mens competition was won by Dmitrii Tcvetkov of 
Russia. 

The Middle Distance competition was unfortunately 
overshadowed by extensive cheating by the Chinese 
team. Initially Chinese runners came in to the finish in 
first, second and fourth place among the women and 
second place among the men. An incredible result, 
but it was soon discovered and proven that the 
runners had received illegal assistance both by 
spectators in the terrain, markings and small paths 
prepared for them and which only they were aware 
of. A common protest was handed in by the national 
teams of Russia, Switzerland, France, Belgium, Poland 
and Austria and the jury decided to disqualify all 
competitors in the Chinese team. According to the 
jury decision their results were to be voided and not 
included in the results lists and they would not be 
allowed to start in the long distance competition. The 
Chinese appealed the decision to CISM but the protest 
and jury decision were upheld. However, the results 
are not yet official. It was initially announced by the 
MWG2019 Organising Committee that the long 
distance competition would be cancelled in its 
entirety, but following negotiations with CISM it was 
reinstated in the program without the participation of 
the Chinese team. They will also not start in the final 
relay competitions on Wednesday October 23.” 

Further sanctions are likely following a full review of 
the competition by the IOF.  
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Leisha Spowart success in pastry competition     
Thank you to our eagle-eyed Castlemaine members 
for alerting us to Leisha’s recent award.  Leisha has 
been named the winner of the southern region (taking 
in Victoria and Tasmania) for the Sydney J Packham 
award, a national scholarship competition run by the 
Australian Baking Industry. The task involved 
researching and answering a series of 16 questions on 
the technical side of pastry making.  

We wish her all the best as she heads to Brisbane on 
October 27th for the scholarship tour and dinner, 
where the final winner will be announced, the reward 
being a trip to Paris, no doubt with many tastings of 
the local fare.  Leisha can be found busy in the kitchen 
at Johnny Baker in Castlemaine during her working 
hours, well worth a visit! Good luck, Leisha, enjoy your 
trip to Brisbane. 

 

Leisha at work at Johnny Baker 

Solomon Cameron joins Fearless Kids         

Another youngster making his mark outside 
orienteering is Solomon Cameron. Solomon, who 
became the youngest pilot to solo around Australia 
earlier this year, has combined with five other young 
people who make up the Fearless Kids from Around 
the World. As individuals they have made an 
impression in areas as diverse as protecting wildlife, 
speaking up for children in war-torn Syria, speaking 
out against bullying, and in Solomon’s case - helping 
people in remote areas get medical care.  

Each ‘Fearless Kid’ is the subject of a five-minute 
video that is used with other teaching material and 
lesson plans to teach secondary students about social 
and self-awareness, decision making and self-
management skills. The programme has been 
developed by education publisher Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt. Congratulations Solomon for being a role 
model in the programme. 

For further details see the website at: 
https://www.carmensandiego.com/fearlesskids/ 
 

Black Crow Award – Peter Galvin nomination 
The Black Crow Award is made each year to a worthy 
recipient who has performed above and beyond the 
call of duty in doing something ridiculous, funny or 
just downright dumb – you be the judge. A tribute to 
lack of thought! 
Peter Galvin, organizer of the Twilight Score Event #1, 
which became the Mid-day Score Event #1 made a 
sterling effort on the day. Here is the citation from 
Lorraine Leversha, who had a ringside seat as events 
unfolded: 

“Peter thought he had lost the key to the trailer and 
its key holder. He was at the site and had his wife 
Margaret madly turning the house upside down 
looking for it. She rang several people including Julie 
who was in Melbourne, who rang me to check if I had 
it after my event. Julie had fortuitously returned the 
trailer’s spare key to the key holder at the Woollen 
Mills which also contains the spare key for the shed 
only a few weeks prior. With no success in locating 
the key, it was decided to dispatch Terry Davidson to 
the Woollen Mills and the key unlocked the essential 
equipment to run the event in time.  

However, Peter later located the trailer key wrapped 
up in his jumper on the seat of his car, so he had it all 
along. At the end of the event he was heard 
commenting on having to grovel to Margaret and 
apologise for all the running around she had to do.” 

Other nominations were received during the year. 
Who will be the 2019 winner? 

 

The much-sought Black Crow Award 

https://www.carmensandiego.com/fearlesskids/

