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EDITORIAL
By the time you read this the 2019 season will be well underway - the Vic Relay Championships and our 
Bendigo Short Series being a good suite of events to begin. As well as the results of the Relays there are 
articles on Tony Radford’s non-orienteering trip to China and Nigel McGuckian reports on the club’s MOU 
with the Dja Dja Wurrung clan The Searles/Kent, Radfords, Flynn/Barrs, Feuerherdts, Nauntons, Eenjes 
and Jim  Russell are travelling to WA to compete in the Easter 3-Day and Australian Championship events. 
We wish them the best of luck and safe travelling. We plan to include some results of their efforts before 
posting.
After discussions with a digital orienteer we learnt that it is a legal requirement to offer people the option to 
unsubscribe. If you wish to unsubscribe from the newsletter, follow the instructions at the bottom of this 
page.

Dianne and Peter

COMING EVENTS: May
The listing below is a chronological listing of local, Victorian and other events in Australia that may be of 
interest. Course setters for our local events have been included.  For full details of each competition please 
go to the Eventor website at: www.eventor.orienteering.asn.au/Events

Bendigo Events
Sat 4 May Bendigo Bush Classic #2 Mt Tarrengower Alison & Tony Radford
   (See further details below)
Sat 11 May Bendigo Bush Classic #3 Mt Korong Dianne & Peter Searle
Sat 18 May Bendigo Bush Day or Night Mandurang – Sheepwash Andrew Wallace
Sat 25 May Bendigo Bush Classic #4 Mandurang – Coolibah Katherine Mc Millan &

Michael Loughnan
Victorian Events
Sun 5 May Victorian Autumn Series #4 Eppalock South
Sun 19May Vic MTBO Series #4 [Long] Creswick Forest
Fri   24 May Orienteering Victoria AGM Melbourne
Sun 26 May Victorian Autumn Series #5 Irishtown, Vaughan

Championship Events
Sat 18 May NSW Middle Distance Championships
Sun 19May NSW Long Distance Championships
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Mt Tarrengower Event – May 4th

The usual choice of five courses on the western 
side of the mountain. The event offers rocks, fairly
open bush, not too much climbing and the 
opportunity for pre- or post- event coffee and 
cake in one of Maldon’s many cafes.
Tony and Alison.

2019 Victorian Club Relays – Mt Lofty
A total of nine Bendigo teams competed against Victoria’s 
best at Mt Lofty. It was a mixed day. Congratulations to 
Andrew Wallace, Lorraine Leversha and Peter Forbes for a 
second place in Course 3, and Chris Naunton, David 
Brownridge and Jim Russell for a third in Course 1.  We had 
three teams in Course 3 of which only one finished the 
course, and only three of the nine teams managed to finish 
– something to do with controls in flat, green areas they tell
me! Quote from Louise: “Number 7 was a b…..d.”

Relay mass start - Toph 2nd from left.                Photo: Dianne Searle

All things considered an enjoyable day in great autumnal 
weather. Thanks to Andrew Cameron and Darren Eenjes for
their efforts in making it all possible. A relay manager’s job 
is sometimes compared to herding cats!

Jim, Peter, Nigel and Andrew discussing what could have been
Photo: Don Cherry

THE LADY AT CONTROL 32 (News, views and 
just plain gossip):

HOW TO INJURE YOURSELF WITHOUT 
TRYING: a short series

Manage to finish your run in challenging terrain at 
Nerrina, no fuss, lovely weather, great course.  Have 
lunch in the shade with friends, last bite of sandwich – 
and all hell breaks loose! Ask Judy Herkes (BK) how 
painful it is when a European wasp stings your tongue!
Very, it seems.  Fortunately, it responded after a time 
to an antihistamine and lots of ice.  Normal service has
resumed we are pleased to hear Judy.

Alison Radford will be setting off to WA for Easter with 
a cracked rib, after landing heavily on an ‘unmapped’ 
log at the Vic Relays! Another big ouch! A badly timed 
injury to say the least.  We hope it will have improved 
enough for your runs in the west.

A partnership with traditional owners
Nigel McGuckian
Orienteering relies heavily on access to public land. The 
mainstream orienteering activity in Australia is carried out 
on regional, State or National Parks. The activity involves 
running or walking through open forests with the aim of 
finding “controls” as set out on a map which has been 
made for the purpose of orienteering. Orienteers love the 
natural environment and have an intimate knowledge of 
the forests and the landscape.
To access public land a permit is required. The need for a 
permit and permit requirements has become more 
stringent in the last five years. Information is required on 
the nature of the activity, the date/ time and numbers 
involved etc. This is clearly required for planning purposes 
to avoid a clash with another activity such as hunters, bike 
riders or a controlled burn.
The Dja Dja Wurrung are recognised by the State of Victoria
as traditional owners of a large part of Central Victoria 
through a Recognition and Settlement Agreement (RSA) 
registered on 24th October 2013. This recognition requires 
the permits for orienteering to be approved by the Dja Dja 
Wurrung. When this was first required, Bendigo Orienteers 
were told by the State authorities orienteering would need 
to be restricted to walking or running or walking on existing
tracks and significant areas would be out of bounds. 
Bendigo Orienteers understood at the time this was due to 
restrictions placed by the traditional owners.
As orienteering requires runners to run or walk through the
forest off tracks, we met with representatives of the Dja Dja
Wurrung and explained the nature of the sport and our 
willingness to care for the land, flora and fauna. Following 
this meeting we agreed on a number of small out of bounds
areas, and to report any finding of cultural heritage, and 
that running through the forest was acceptable.
This casual and constructive arrangement worked well 
however, anticipating personnel changes in our respective 
organisations, we proposed writing a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) between Bendigo Orienteers and the 
Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation which would 
clarify an ongoing understanding. This MOU was prepared 
between the parties and signed at a ceremony at the 2018 
Victorian Middle Distance Championships at Spring Gully.



This MOU acknowledges orienteering is an activity mainly 
involving running or walking off tracks, and requires 
Bendigo Orienteers to acknowledge Dja Dja Wurrung as 
traditional owners and actively and respectfully avoid harm 
to cultural values.

Photo: Dianne Searle
Rodney Carter, CEO Dja Dja Wurrung 

Aboriginal Clans with the MOU

The MOU is on the Bendigo Orienteers web site as is an 
acknowledgement of the Dja Dja Wurrung.

http://bendigo-orienteers.com.au/Documents/Signed
%20Agreement%20Bendigo%20Orienteering.pdf

The process of development of an MOU has been very 
positive for Bendigo Orienteers as it provides a clear 
understanding of our responsibilities, it reduces the 
administrative requirements for a club of volunteers and 
Bendigo Orienteers have made our detailed maps available 
to the Dja Dja Wurrung if they can be useful for mapping of 
cultural heritage sites or traditional activities. Bendigo 
Orienteers have enjoyed and appreciated the willingness of 
Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation to work 
together on this MOU.

          Photo: Dianne Searle
Rodney Carter with Nigel McGuckian 
at the signing ceremony, Spring Gully

Tony Radford (M70) in China

No, I was not orienteering – unless you count navigating the 
Beijing and Shanghai subway systems as orienteering. I 
joined a low-cost package tour to China in March (one of 
those ‘amazing deals’ frequently advertised in newspapers) 
as a cheap and easy way to make a first visit to this part of 
the world, and to see some contemporary architecture that 
interested me for the second edition of a book I co-wrote as 
an Adelaide academic. In Beijing the tour took me to the 
Great Wall, the Summer Palace, the Temple of Heaven and 
the 2008 Summer Olympics site, and would have taken me 
to the Forbidden City as well if it had not clashed with the 
time I had arranged to meet some architects (how many 
tourist go to Beijing without seeing the Forbidden City? Not 
many).

After four nights in Beijing, a 300km/hr ‘bullet train’
(a thrill as we cross over the Yangtze River) took us to Wuxi 
(a short ‘cruise’ on the ‘Grand Canal’, not quite in the same 
grandness league as its Venetian namesake but worthwhile) 
followed by coach to Suzhuo (the historic ‘Lingering 
Garden’), Hangzhou (another cruise, this one on the ‘serene’
West Lake, not so serene on a busy Saturday) and then 
Shanghai, ending with yet another cruise along the Huangpu
River (the historic colonial buildings of the Bund floodlit 
yellow and standing out from the much larger buildings 
behind in a way that is missed in daylight). 

Tony at the Beijing Kingdom of Heaven

The trip was fun and very good value. It was kept 
cheap by using large but good hotels at the edge of cities 
that are probably only full for conferences. It was also 
subsidised by shopping. Our ‘attractions’ included a jade 
exhibition, cloisonné factory, Chinese Herbal Institute, 
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embroidery workshop, silk spinning mill, and tea plantation. 
For each, our guide gave a warm-up talk on the coach about 
how valuable/special/effective/unique/good investment the 
relevant product was, and how we could be sure that at this 
place it would not be a fake, followed on arrival by a talk and
demonstration. Then there was plenty of time to buy. 
Enough of my fellow passengers spent money in these 
places to keep everyone happy. I found this OK; I was never 
harassed when I bought nothing, and the visits did have 
some interest (and I carried a novel). One just ‘goes with the
flow’. I did rather enjoy ‘other people’ making the decisions 
and arrangements for a change, and being alone I talked to 
more of my friendly fellow travellers than usual. I did escape
from the group to wander in both Beijing and Shanghai.

The World Heritage sites lived up to expectations. 
China’s ability to ‘get things done’ (freeways, subways and 
bullet trains) was very impressive. The size and density of 
the huge people-nest of Shanghai and its adjoining cities 
(including a lot of Chinese steel made from Australian iron 
ore in the reinforced concrete) is as strong a memory as the 
Great Wall. The trip was fascinating, but I think I’ll stay living 
in Castlemaine.

STOP PRESS: Easter 3 Day Carnival, Western Australian
Seventeen Bendidgo orienteers competed in the annual 
Easter 3 Day competition using two sprint mapsand two bush
maps near Beverley.  The family relay (not part of the 3 day 
event) was held on the UWA campus and the three 
Feuerherdt boys (Craig, Luke and Lachlan) were initially 
placed third, a great effort – see possiible Black Crow 
awards for subsequent developments later in this newsletter
!
The 3 Day event proper comprised a sprint on the Scotch 
College campus in Perth, followed by a long event and 
middle event, both on private land with granite rock, boulders
and cliffs the main features.  The Feuerherdts again featured
prominently in the results, completing a wonderful carnival 
for the family.  Craig was first in M40A, Luke second in 

M12Au and Lachlan third in M14A.  Other placegetters were 
Kerryn Searle, first in W35AS, and evergreen Jim Russell 
third in the very competitive M55A.  The rest of us provided 
formidable  competition for those who finished on the 
podium.

BLACK CROW NOMINATIONS:

Craig F: after his run in the Family Relays, Craig realised he 
had cut across an out of bounds garden bed, and decided to 
disqualify himself, and therefore the team was a DNF rather 
than third.  As consolation, his team mates were presented 
with Easter eggs at the presentations!  Although proud of 
their dad, the boys hope his map reading will improve next 
time!

Neil B:  Orienteering is a simple sport, you don't really need 
much equipment, you just need to remember to bring it!  
However, Neil couldn't find SI stick, compass, control 
description holder, sweat band , chest number and watch 
which he had left in Perth 180 km away!  After frantically 
borrowing all the necessaries, he just made it to his start 
time.  

The Feuerherdt Boys.                                                       Photo: Dianne Searle


